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dour Lights 


“Then he showed four lights when he wished ' 


them to set full sail and follow in his wake.” 
From ‘‘ First Voyage "Round the World by Magellan.” 


PLEASE MARK AND MAIL YOUR BALLOT! 


ANNUAL MEETING OF THE WOMEN'S INTERNATIONAL LEAGUE 


Old Custom House 


Chestnut Street between Fourth and Fifth 
PROGRAM — APRIL 25, 26, AND 27, 1947 


Philadelphia 


Theme — Developing World Citizenship 


FRIDAY, APRIL 25 
9.30 a.m. Registration 


10.00 a.m. Opening Greetings 
Reports by Mrs. Olmsted, Miss Gabriel, 
Mrs. Walser 


12.30 p.m. Special Committee and Division Luncheons 


2.30 p.m. Panel led by Mrs. Walser 
Report, Human Rights, Mrs. Robinson 
Report, Public Relations, Mrs. Brickelmaier 


5.00 p.m. POLLS CLOSE 


7.30 p.m. Report of Legislative Secretary, Mrs. 
Marshall 
Presentation of Program and Policies, 
Miss Bussey 


SATURDAY, APRIL 26 
9.30 a.m. Four Lights and Literature, Mrs. Johnson 
Finances, Mrs. Arnett and Mrs. Castle 
Inter-American Congress, Miss Brainerd 


1.00 p.m. Luncheon in honor of Emily Greene Balch, 
Citizen of the World 

Guests: Mr. and Mrs. Trygve Lie, Miss 
Baer, Miss Bussey, Miss Dorothy Detzer 
Following the luncheon a conducted tour will be 
arranged to visit the historic sites of the neigh- 
borhood: Christ Church, Elfreth Alley (un- 
changed since the Colonial days), Independence 
Hall, South Fourth Street, Old St. Peter’s, and 

other landmarks of Old Philadelphia. 

7.30 p.m. The Solution of Soviet-American Relations 
as a Necessary Next Step Toward De- 
veloping World Citizenship 
Markoosha Fisher, Mrs, Stuart Mudd, 
Dr. Lathrop 


SUNDAY, APRIL 27 
9.30 a.m. Program and Policies 


12.00 Round Table: How Can We Become More 
Effective as an International Organ- 
ization? 

3.00 p.m. Reception to National Board, Jane Addams 
House 


‘Please send Resolutions in advance to Resolutions 
Chairman, 2006 Walnut Street, Phila. 3 

Reservations for the Luncheon ($2.50) should be 
sent to Luncheon Chairman, 2006 Walnut St., 
Philadelphia 3. 


Hotels are very crowded. Please make your reser- 
vations IMMEDIATELY. Ask for list of 
hotels, or hospitality, from Mrs. John M. Cham- 
bers, 20 Woodside Ave., Narberth, Pa. 

Registration, to be paid on arrival - $1.00. 


Welcome to Philadelphia 


This year the Pennsylvania WIL welcomes the 
Annual Meeting to the old quarter of Philadelphia. We 
hope you will enjoy some of the unique features of this 
part of the city. Besides the famous national shrines, 
there are the large and interesting old Custom House, 
now occupied by the Carl Schurz Foundation, with its 
ample room for our meetings (as well as ample parking 


space adjoining it) and the widely known old Book- 
binder’s Restaurant, where the luncheon for Miss Balch 
will take place. Just as important a “sight” for the WIL 
is our own Jane Addams House, which we want every 
out-of-town member to see and inspect throughout. So 


we hope that you will come in full force on April 25th! 
— Helene C, Rea, 


APRIL, 1947 
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BIOGRAPHIES OF NOMINEES FOR NATIONAL BOARD 


TT, KATHARINE McC. (Mrs. John H.), Phila., Pa. 

a 1917-22; Cor. Sec’y Bryn Mawr Alumnae, 1916-19; 
In WIL: Pa. Exec. Board, 1923-29, 1932; Co-chm,. Finance Com., 
1931-; Exec. Sec’y Children’s Play Com, for Pa. Br., 1935-46; on 
Nat’l Board, Nat'l Exec. Com.; Chm. Nom. and Elections Com., 
1944-46; Chm. Nat’l Finance Com., 1946-; Exec. Com. Phila. 
Hostel for Jap.-Amer.; Sec’y United Peace Chest of Phila.; 
elected member of Nat’l Board, 1945-47. 


ELEANOR (Mrs. August C., Jr.), Milwaukee, Wis. 
work the field of international relations. 
In the WIL: President of the Milwaukee Branch; served as 
world government chm., and also as publicity chm. Active in 
Parent-Teachers’ work; served as President of local group, °45-46. 


BRICKELMAIER, EDITH J. (Mrs. Frederic), West Hartford, 
Conn. 

World Service Com., Hartford YWCA; Past Pres. West 
Hartford Garden Club; Past Pres. West Hartford Study Club; 
Sec’y YMCA Auxiliary, Hartford, 1946-47; Legis. chm. Hartford 
WIL, 1940-43; Pres. Hartford Branch WIL, 1943-46; Vice Pres. 
and Program Chm. Hartford WIL, 1946-47; member of the Nat'l 
Board, WIL, 1946-47, and chm. of Public Relations on Nat'l Bd. 


DERSEN, LELIA, Philadelphia, Pa. ; 
Ben Sec. United Peace Chest of Greater Philadelphia, ’43-45, 
46-47. In WIL: Sec’y Nat'l Lit. Dept., 1945; Asst. to Race Re- 
lations Sec’y, Penna. Branch, ’45-46; on Pa. State Bd., *45-47. 
! Author of WIL pamphlet “What Must We Do?”; on Staff, Chil- 


dren’s Theatre, ’46. 


W, DORA H. (Mrs. Howard P.), Hartford, Conn. 
re Member, antiord YWCA; Interracial Com. of YW; 
Active member of Group Workers’ Division, Council of Social 
Agencies; Spiritual Life Com. of the Women’s Church Union of 
Hartford; Worker in Child-Feeding Project at Shiloh Baptist 
Church; active in Settlement Work; worker under Red Cross in 
Convalescent Hospital for Blind Veterans; Legis. chm. Hartford 
WIL, 1944-46. 

LLES, SOPHIA H., Philadelphia, Pa. ' 
sins Cor. Sec’y and Pres. Equal Franchise Soc. of Phila., 1916-19; 
member Women’s Peace Party; worker AFSC in France and 
Germany, 1919-21; Investigator Pa. Coal Fields, 1926-27; Exec. 
Sec’y Prison Reform Com., 1924-25; Exec. Sec’y Pa. Com. for 
Total Disarmament, 1933-36; organizer and member Phila. Com. 
for Freedom of India, 1942-; Treas. Phila. Peace Terms Com.; 
In WIL: Treas., 1920; Leg. Chm., Pa. Br., 1940-46; Nat'l Bd. 
elected member, 1943-45. 

GULLINS, EDNA D., Philadelphia, Pa. 

Missionary, choir, and church school worker; Pres, Con- 
ference Br. Miss. Soc., 1929-’31, ’33-46; member Miss. Educ. Com., 
Women’s Div. Pa. Council Churches; member Fellowship House 
speakers’ bureau Phila. Fellowship Commission; Sec’y Race Rel. 
Dept., Phila. Council Churches; member speakers’ buseau, Nat'l 
Conf. Christians and Jews. In WIL, Field Sec’y Human Rel. 
Pa. Br., 1945-47; Assistant to Nat’l Admin. Sec’y, 1947; attended 
Luxembourg Congress as alternate delegate. 


HAYES, MRS. MARGARET C., Berkeley, Calif. 
Chm. Legis. Com., Calif State Br. 


es. = B. (Mrs. Kenneth), Los Angeles, Calif. 
eles, Calif. 
Astin: Pacifist since 1917; member Los Angeles Board, 
WIL; chm. Luxembourg Congress Fund of Calif.; member Nat'l 
Bd., 1946-47; Southern Vice-Pres., Calif. Br., ’47-. 
McGIFFERT, ELISABETH E. (Mrs. A. C.), Chicago, Ill. 
Formerly active on Calif. WIL State Bd.; now member of 
Ill. Bd. and chm. Ill. Legis. Com. 


McNEILL, BERTHA, Washington, D. C. 

Teacher of Journalism in high school; former Pres. College 
Alumnae Club of Wash., D. C.; Co-editor Journal of Nat’l Assn. 
College Women; In WIL: on Exec. Bd., D.C. Branch; on Nat'l 
Bd.; formerly Nat’l Chm. Inter-racial and Minorities Com.; Chm. 
Nom. and Elections Com., 1941-43; Delegate to 9th Int’l Con- 
gress, 1937; Sec’y to the Nat’l Bd., 1944-45; Nat’l Exec. Com., 
1944-45; Nat’l 2nd Vice-Pres., 1945-47; Delegate, Luxembourg 
Congress, 1946. 


MOORE, SYBIL JANE, Pasadena, Calif. 

Former Teacher; with A.F.S.C. in Vienna and Phila., 1920-22; 
In WIL: Member, 1920; Chm. Pasadena Br., 1945-47; Treas. 
Calif. State Br.; State Exec. Bd.; Nat’l Bd., 1944-45. 

MOOS, STELLA W. (Mrs. Joseph), Jenkintown, Pa. 

Social Worker, 1908-11. Trustee Oak Lane Country Day 
School; member Bd. Community Health Centre, 1933-, Vice-Pres., 
1945-. In WIL: Chm. Membership Com., Montgomery Co.; 
Pa. Bd., 1926-; Co-chm. Pa. Finance Com., 1928-; Sec’y Nat'l 
Bd., 1941-; Nat’l Exec. Com. 

MULLER, MAUDE (Mrs, Frederick W., Jr.), Drexel Hill, Pa. 

Teacher in Detroit Public Schools; member of Phila. Br. of 
Nat’l League of American Pen Women; a founder and organizer 


Upper Darby Forum; member Story Tellers’ League. In WIL: 
Chm. of Drexel Hill Br., 1927-; member Del. Co. Bd.; member 
Pa. State Bd. 


OLMSTED, MILDRED SCOTT (Mrs.), Philadelphia, Pa. 
Trained social worker, relief worker, France, Germany. On 
Bd. Pa. Birth Control League, Representative, Steering Com., 
N.P.C. Member Gov. Com. Post-War World Council; Exec. 
Com. Pocifist Research Bureau; Exec. Com. United Peace Chest; 
Dir. Women’s Com. to Oppose Conscription. In WIL: Exec. 
Sec’y Pa. Br., 1922-; Nat'l Organ. Sec’y, 1934-46; Int’l Exec. 
Com., 1938-; Del. to Int’l Congress, 1926, ’34, °37. Attended Int'l 
1938; Luxembourg Congress, 1946. Nat’l Admin. 


RANDALL, MERCEDES M. (Mrs. John H., Jr.), New York 


City. 

Former Teacher English and History; Exec. Com. United 
Pacifist Conference; member, Citizen’s City Wide Com. on Har- 
lem. In WIL: Pres. Manhattan Br., 1940-42; Education Chm. 
New York St., 1933-41; Leg. Chm. New York St., 1942-; Nat 
Education Chm., 1936-40; elected members Nat’l Bd., 1943-45; 
Nat’l] Chm. Printed Matter, 1944-47; Author, WIL pamphlet 
“Voice of Thy Brother’s Blood”, 1944; editor, new WIL edition 
“Peace and Bread”, Jane Addams. 


REDDICK, OLIVE I., Frederick, Md. 

Prof. and Head of Dept. Economics and Sociology, Hood 
College; formerly taught Econ. at Univ. of Lucknow, India; again 
in India, 1944-46, with Office of Strategic Services and Dept. of 
State. In WIL: Treas. Md. Br. 2 yrs., 3rd Vice-Pres. 1 yr.; 
Nat'l Coordinator Minorities Com., 2 yrs.; Nat’l Chm. World 
Govt. Com., 2 yrs.; member Nat’l Exec. Com., 4 yrs. 


RISEMAN, META (Mrs. Harry), Dryden, Mich. 

Teacher, 1925-30; Camp Director, 1940-; Sec’y Detroit Keep 
Amer. Out of War Com., 1939; Sec’y Detroit Post War World 
Council, 1942-43; Nat’l Bd. P.W.W.C., 1943-46; Vice-Pres. Dry- 
den P.T.A., 1945-47; Y. P. Soc. League leader, 1931-33; Chm. 
Soc. Party Branch, 1935; Chm. Soc. Party Bazaar, 1938-43. In 
WIL: Sec’y Detroit Interrac. Com., 1934-38; Pres. Detroit Br., 
1941-43; Pres. Mich Br., 1943-46; Chm. and Referrent Com. on 
Anti-Semitic Trends, 1944-47. 


ROSE, LILLA, Chicago, Il. 
For 6 yrs. teacher in South and North Carolina; 2 yrs. with 


Youth Commission and Chicago Assn. for Child Study and 


Parent Educ.; 3 yrs. with N.Y.A. Recreation Program; at present 
Legis. Chm. Woodlawn Community Club; Educ. Chm. Chicago 
Council of Negro Organizations. In WIL: Lit. Chm. Chicago 
Br.; Nat'l Resource person of Human Rel. Com., 1945-47. 


saaieiats ELEANOR R. (Mrs. H. Baird), West Hartford, 


onn. 

Teacher of Relig. Educ. in week-day schools; active mem- 
bership on Church School Bd. of Educ. and Church Social Action 
and Peace Action Coms. In WIL: An organizer of the Hartford 
Br.; officer and member of Exec. Bd. continuously since organ- 
ization of Br.; Pres. Greater Hartford Br., 1938-39. 


SIGNELL, OTTLIE (Mrs. Lloyd G.), Falls Church, Va. 

Local, then State Pres., Rockford College Club, Milwaukee, 
Wis., 1940-43. In WIL: Chm. Milwaukee Br., 1944 and °45; 
Chm. D. C. Br., 1946 and °47. 


SIMON, EMILY PARKER (Mrs. Albert), Baltimore, Md. 

Educational Director, West Richmond Friends’ Meeting for 
five years; Exec. Sec’y, Young Friends’ Fellowship for three 
years; relief work in Spain under A.F.S.C. for two years; Exec. 
Sec’y, Baltimore Peace Center. In WIL: former Sec’y Md. Br.; 
appointed member, Nat’l Bd., 1943-45. 


ens “gem EDITH R. (Mrs. Edwin D.), Upper Darby, 


a. 
Taught Mt. Holyoke College; social, public health work for 
Russell Sage Foundation, U. S. Bur. Educ., inter. Soc. Crippled 
Children; author of books, pamphlets. Member A.A.U.W., 
F.O.R., Foreign Service and Peace Sections, A.F.S.C. In WIL: 
4 yrs. Chm. Del. County; member Pa. State Bd.; legislative, C.O., 
and anti-conscription work. 


STEWART, ANNALEE (Mrs. Alexander), Chicago, Ill. 

Ordained minister, Methodist Church; Sec’y Student Work 
North Dist. Rock River Conference, Methodist Church; taught 
11 years at Conference of Religious Ed., Northfield, Mass.; Nat'l 
co-chairman WCOC. In WIL; Chm. Chicago Br., 1943-47; 
Nat'l Pres., 1946-; member, Consultative Int’l Exec. Com.; Dele- 
gate to Luxembourg Congress, 1946. 


THOMAS, ELIZABETH S., Detroit, Mich. 

Formerly assistant, later director of Relig. Educ. of Episcopal 
Diocese of Mich.; Pres. Women’s Aux. of Episcopal Diocese of 
Mich., 1943-45; member of Pres. Council of 5th Province of 
Episcopal Church. In WIL: Pres. Detroit Br., 1943-46; acting 
Chm. Mich. Br. Relig. Contacts Com.; Nat’l Chm. Relig. Con- 
tacts, 1946-47, 
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PLEASE MARK AND MAIL YOUR BALLOT! 


MICHIGAN’S WORK FOR D. P.s 


Inspired by an editorial in LIFE of September 23, “Send 
Them Here”, the Michigan Branch of the WIL decided to organ- 
ize a Community-wide Committee aiming to create an enlightened 
public opinion which would support temporary revision of our 
Immigration Law in behalf of Displaced Persons. 

A letter of invitation to a meeting, together with a reprint 
of LIFE’s editorial was sent to representatives of religious, edu- 
cation, labor, social and civic organizations and as a result of this 
and several subsequent well attended meetings, the Michigan 
Committee on Immigration Policy for Displaced Persons was 
formed. Its chairman is Mrs. Elizabeth Weber (President of 
the Detroit WIL). Its objectives are stated as follows: 

“Activated by the knowledge that 850,000 men, women, and 
children are languishing in Displaced Persons Camps, organiza- 
tions and individuals in this State have banded together with the 
common purpose of securing action in an emergency which deeply 
touches our every humanitarian impulse. Primarily our objectives 
will be to enlighten public opinion and to urge Congressional 
action to the end that the U. S. may facilitate the entry of a 
reasonable number of displaced persons to this country.” 

Our specific Objectives are fourfold: 

(1) We favor the immediate entry of displaced persons to 
the extent of a given proportion of the unused quotas 
of the war years. 

(2) Priority in the granting of visas should be given to dis- 
placed persons. 

(3) Allocation of fixed quotas according to the country of 
birth should be temporarily waived for the exclusive 
benefit of refugees and displaced persons. 

(4) Improvement should be made in the entire system of 
visa granting so as to provide for the steady and efficient 
handling of displaced persons. Additional appropriations 
and added consular staffs are needed for this purpose. 

The committee ia urging constituent organizations to include 
a discussion of the problem in their program. Appropriate litera- 
ture has been assembled into kits and distributed for discussion 


oses. 
Any WIL Chapter is welcome to the material, and we will 
be glad to offer our experience to any Chapter wishing to organize 


ona 
— Malka S. Gage, 
State Refugee Chairman, 


5461 Brush St., Detroit, Mich. 


BIOGRAPHIES—(Cont’d) 


TITUS, BETH B. (Mrs. Harold), Traverse, Mich. 
Member WIL since 1935; Pres. Traverse Br.; Vice-Pres, 
Mich State Br. 


TOLLES, ELIZABETH E. (Mrs. Frederick), Swarthmore, Pa. 

Personnel work, Radcliffe College. In WIL: Chm. Swarth- 
more Peace Chest Drive, 1942; Chm. Publicity, Delaware Co. Br., 
1942; Chm. Swarthmore Br., 1946-47. 


WOODRUFF, ALICE (Mrs. C. Eugene), Northville, Mich. 

Instructor, Physiology, Flower Hosp., N.Y.C., 1925-27; Re- 
search Asst., Pathology, Vanderbilt Hosp., Nashville, Tenn., 
1928-31; Pres. Vanderbilt Univ. Women’s Club, 1931-33; Director, 
Junior C. E., ist Presbyterian Church, Northville, Mich., 1946-47; 
Chm. Civic Improvement Com., Northville Women’s Club. In 
WIL: Pres. Nashville Br., 1932-34; Pres. Northville Br., 1936-38, 
1940-42, 1946; Pres. Mich. Br., 1938-40; Corres. Sec’y Mich Br., 
1946-47; Chm. Nat’l Nom. Com., 1940-41; Chm. Nat’l Com, on 
Puerto Rico, 1941-46, 


Conscription Leaflets 


The National Literature Office now has a large supply of 
three excellent new leaflets on conscripticn. Local leaders will 
shortly be sent samples together with an action sheet. We urge 
individuals and branches to buy them in quantity and use them 
widely as the struggle against conscription intensifies. The first 
two listed below were prepared by the American Friends Service 
Committee. The third is a Post War World Council pamphlet. 

1. Labor Says No. Folder containing twenty-two brief 
quotations from official statements of the major organized labor 
groups, the A. F. of L., C.I.0., United Mine Workers, Brother- 
hood of Sleeping Car Porters, United Automobile Workers, etc. 
Price: 2 cents each, $1.50 per 100. 

2. Is This What the World Needs? Attractive blue-cover 
leaflet containing ten photographs of military training and devas- 
tation of war, together with apt quotations from well-known 
miliary and civilian men. Telling captions. Very effective and 
small enough to go in your purse. Price: 3 cents each, $2 for 100. 

3. The One Hope of Peace, by Norman Thomas. A twenty- 
page pamphlet giving an excellent discussion of universal dis- 
armament under international control. It is a well-argued answer 
to pessimists who usually think of disarmament as a unilateral 
partial reduction of arms while all other nations are increasing 
their military might. Mr. Thomas points out exactly what uni- 
versal disarmament means and what it requires—including liquid- 
ation of imperialism. He closes with a brief discussion of dis- 
armament as related to the Soviet Union. Price: 15 cents ea 
15 = for 

er timely material against conscription is available, much 
of it free. Some of the titles are: 

Conscription for Peace Time, by Hanson Baldwin. 

Permanent Conscription, prepared by A. F. S. C. 

Root of Militarism, prepared by the Women’s Committee to 
Oppose Conscription. 

In An Atomic Age, Can Security Be Found in Compulsory 
Training? 

_ Order all of the above and send for price list from National 
Literature Office, 2006 Walnut Street, Phila. 3, Pa. 


Instructions For Voting 


Please mark nine (9) names—no more—and mail ballot to 
Jane Addams House, 2006 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa., to 
arrive before April 22, 1947. Enclose in an envelope with your 
name and address CLEARLY PRINTED in the upper left-hand 
corner of the envelope. 

Polls close in Philadelphia, Friday, April 25, at 4 P. M. Your 
membership must be verified before ballot is accepted. Envelope 
on which name and address are written will be destroyed before 
ballot is examined. 

According to the Constitution, Art. V, Sec. 1: “The National 
Board of Directors shall consist of national officers, the state 
presidents, the chairmen of standing committees, two members 
of WILPF, Inc. to be appointed annually by the National Board 
of Directors, eighteen elected members, and such other members 
(not to exceed nine) as the National Board of Directors may at 
its discretion add at any time.” 

Art. IX, Sec. 1: “The elective members of the National Board 
of Directors shall be elected at the Annual Meeting for a term of 
two years—nine being elected each year. Any member not pres- 
ent at the meeting may vote by mailing a duly signed ballot, which 
must be received before the polls close. ...” 

The ballot herewith does nct cortain the names of State 
Presidents, the two members of WILPF, Inc.; or the members 
elected last year. The names of the new National Board will be 
published in FOUR LIGHTS in the June number. 


BALLOT 
NO OTHER BALLOT WILL BE SENT YOU 
(1) ARNETT, KATHERINE McC. Pa. (1 OLMSTED, MILDRED SCOTT Pa. 
O BACKUS, ELEANOR Wis. [] RANDALL, MERCEDES M. N. Y. 
[1] BRICKELMAIER, EDITH J. Conn. REDDICK, OLIVE I. Md. 
[] BRODERSEN, LELIA Pa. [] RISEMAN, META Mich. 
(] DREW, DORA H. Conn. [] ROSE, LILLA Ill 
1) DULLES, SOPHIA Pa. [] SHULTIS, ELEANOR REED Conn. 
(1) GULLINS, EDNA B. Pa. [] SIGNELL, OTTLIE D. C. 
[] HAYES, MARGARET C. Calif. [] SIMON, EMILY P. Md. 
[1] MacGOWAN, EDNA B. Calif. [] SOLENBERGER, EDITH R. Pa. 
[1] McGIFFERT, ELISABETH E. Ill [] STEWART, ANNALEE Til. 
1) McNEILL, BERTHA D. C. [] THOMAS, ELIZABETH S. Mich. 
[] MOORE, SYBIL JANE Calif (]) TITUS, BETH B. Mich. 
(1) MOOS, STELLA Pa. [] TOLLES, ELIZABETH E. Pa. 
(J MULLER, MAUDE Pa. [LJ WOODRUFF, ALICE M. Mich, 
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PRESENT-DAY CZECHOSLOVAKIA 


(Following are much abbreviated excerpts from an address 
given in Brooklyn by Dr. John Howland Lathrop in February, 
after his return from six months in Czechoslovakia. with the 


Unitarian Service Committee.) 

In America we have a false notion that every country 
that snuggles up against Russia is in exactly the same 
condition and bears exactly the same relation to Russia 
as every other one. This is an utterly false idea. 

The relationship of Poland to Russia is one thing, 
the relationship of Czechoslovakia to Russia is another, 
and the relationship of Hungary to Russia is still an- 
other, and the same may be said with regard to Yugo- 
slavia. 

There are four parties in Czechoslovakia and the 
people each wear the button of the particular party with- 
out embarrassment under what in America would be 
embarrassing conditions. On arrival, the President of 
the University of Prague, Dr. Belehradek, said at a re- 
ception that he gave to our doctors, “You are visiting a 
Socialist Republic, and in this Socialist Republic we 
have four main parties. The Communists are Socialists 
because they have a passion in their hearts. The Socialist- 
Democrats are Socialists because of reason. The Peo- 
ple’s Party, or Catholic Party, are Socialists for fear of 
hell. And the National Socialist Party are Socialists 
because they belong to the nation.” 

One night, sitting next to the Patriarch of the 
Czechoslovak Church, was his secretary, a quiet and 
intelligent young Czech, very quick of mind. To my 
amazement, I noticed in his buttonhole the button of the 
Communist Party. I leaned over to him and said, “My 
friend, this interests me exceedingly. I wish you would 
tell me about it.” He replied, “Why, my answer is very 
simple. I happen to be a Communist for religious rea- 
sons. I am perfectly convinced that while we all give 
approval to the ethics of Jesus, none of us actually live 
according to the ethics of Jesus. I only see a possibility 
of a world in which we can live those ethics through 


We have a notion in America that there is only one 
pattern in such a party. The Communist vote in Czecho- 
slovakia was 37%. To be honest with you, I have to 
report that a shrewd politician in Prague said to me, 
“We believe that the vote will probably not be quite so 
large next time. You see the election took place almost 
immediately upon the release from nearly seven years 
of occupation, and the people went to extremes in every 
direction.” 


Mr. Gottwald, the Prime Minister, is Prime Min- 
ister, of course, because the Communist Party polled the 
heaviest vote. In his initial speech he said that there are 
two matters which Czechoslovakia will always guard 
as most precious. One is that she will never have less 
than four political parties, so that at any time the Czechs 
go to the polls they will have a choice of candidates. 
Then he said, “We have nationalized about 61% of our 
industry. It is heavy industry and the utilities connected 
with the natural resources that we have nationalized. 


Light industry, agriculture, etc., will always have their 
place as private enterprise in our system.” 

I called up the Minister of Information, also of the 
same party. I said, the American soul revolts at dic- 
tatorship and at secret police, and I believe it is those 
two things that are primarily responsible for the feelings 
on the part of Americans. The minister smiled and said, 
“Dr. Lathrop, there are two things that a Czechoslovak- 
ian will never permit within his country, being the inde- 
pendent, self-reliant democrat that he is, and those are 
dictatorship and secret police. But the difference be- 
tween you as an American and me as a Czech is a differ- 
ence in the use of words. We are pretty familiar with 
Russian history and we call those two things ‘Russian- 
isms’, We see them running back through Russian his- 
tory under the Czars over the decades. I think you will 
agree with me that dictatorship and secret police that 
sent people to Siberia is an old Russian phenomenon 
that was in existence there long before any Communism.” 

(Dr. Lathrop here goes into some of the background 
of frightful suffering undergone by these people during 
the long period of occupation, and their amazing ability 
to rise above it now.) 

It is the spirit of the people that is saving them. 
Nowhere that I was this summer, did I see a display of 
spirit that seemed to be comparable to the display that 
I saw in Czechoslovakia. It isn’t easy to smile when 
the cold weather sets in and you sit in your overcoat and 
even then you are very cold in those cold stone buildings. 
It isn’t easy to smile when you have tragedy in your 
family and in your own physical organism. But the 
Czechs smile and smile, and they sing and sing, and the 
most characteristic utterance that I know is the title of 
the last book by President Benes, “We Were and We 
Shall Be.” It is perfectly certain that they will be! 

I could give you endless illustrations of this spirit. 
Because of the shortage of labor, the minister of the 
Unitarian Church, which has about 6000 members in 
the city of Prague, went with 65 of his young people 
out to Lany on a Friday night and down into the coal 
mines, and mined coal until Monday morning. The next 
week-end somebody else went with another group of 
these young people out to a great hospital where there 
was a shortage of labor, to clear up the rubble from the 
bombing. I took photographs to show how neat that 
place was when these young people got through. 

Everybody goes for his period of so many weeks— 
two weeks on an average—into the farming country, 
when the crops are ripe, to help with the gathering of 
the crops. As you look out your window on a holiday, 
for instance, the 28th of October which is the national 
holiday corresponding to our Fourth of July, you see 
the people celebrating the holiday by doing some work 
for the building up of their country. 

With that spirit, with that determination, wholly in 
an experimental mood, not knowing just where they are 
coming out in building their socialist state, ready to try 
and cast aside, these people are working out their future. 


ATTENTION! EVERY MEMBER! 


Turn to the ballot in this issue, Read carefully the 
biographies of each nominee and instructions for voting. 
Mark your ballot, enclose it in an envelope and send it as 
directed. Do this immediately before you lay away the 
April issue of “FOUR LIGHTS” and forget about vot- 
ing for National Board Memers. 

— Anna B. Rockel, 
Nominating Committee Chairman 


FOUR LIGHTS—Owned and published by Women’s International League for 
Peace and Freedom; Nat’! Literature Dept.. 2006 Walnut S+.. Phila. 3, Pa. 
Entered as second class matter May 12, 1942, at the post-office, Phila., Pa., 


under the Act of March 3, 1879. Pub. monthly except Aug. and Sept. Sub- 


scription 50c - Single, 5c. Nat’l Legis. Office, 1734 F. St. N.W., Wash., D. C. 


NOTES 


“Czechoslovakia’s Road to Socialism,” Foreign Policy Re- 
port, Vol. XXII, No. 23, for February 15, 1947, 10 pp. (22 E. 38th 
St., N. Y. 16), 25c, by Winifred N. Hadsel, is a valuable source 
of material for those who wish to study further the situation in 
Czechoslovakia and the political and economic problems con- 
fronting her. aR 


* 


Stop World War III Now! Leaflet published by the Peace 
Terms Committee, 4 pp., stating that while we do not admire 
Russian Communism, war offers no solution in the matter of our 
living in the same world with her. Instead three steps are pro- 
posed to establish friendship and avoid catastrophe. Price: 1 
copy 10c, 10 for 30c, 100 for $2. Write to Mrs. W. C. Long- 
streth, 140 North 15th St., Phila, 2. 
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